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I was born in Beale Street in 1930 and was told by my mother that 
she used to walk me around the park in my pram every day from a 
very early age.  I would imagine this was a pastime that many other 
mothers engaged in, as there were no nursery schools and play 
groups to keep us entertained, but there was this wonderful park on 
their doorstep with its plentiful amenities and fresh air.  

I moved with my family to Hope Street, close to the Herbert Street 
entrance to the park, and the park was my playground throughout 
my childhood; with play activities changing with the seasons.  I 
remember a very kindly park keeper, Jimmy Russell, who would 
blow his whistle to clear the park so that he could close the gates, 
but if we were enjoying our games we would hide. Mr Russell knew 
this, but would turn a blind eye and would come out later with his 
whistle and tell us we really must leave and would open the gates 
again and send us home.  

There was a wooded area near the Herbert Street entrance to the 
park known as the dell which was carpeted with bluebells in the 
spring, and had lots of rhododendron bushes, which used to be 
great for my sister Margaret and myself to play cowboys and Indians 
with the local boys.  The boys tolerated us because we were the 
only children with a proper bat and wickets for playing cricket. 

The centre of activities for the gang from the street in the summer 
was the park paddling pool.  There was no Health and Safety Act 
around then to spoil our fun.  I used to change into my bathing 
costume, knitted by mother, in the rhododendrons near to the 
paddling pool, and then venture into what was quite a dark dank 
pool of water with green moss and slime on the bottom.  We didn’t 
worry about the state of the water, just splashed away, slipping and 
sliding as we played.  When I’d had enough I can remember getting 
out and standing whilst all the water drained out of my knitted 
bathing costume which would by then be hanging down to my 
knees. 

Winter games were particularly exciting with tobogganing down the 
slopes close to the Herbert Street gates or the slope near the 
refreshment room.  I remember when the boating pool was frozen 
over and Margaret and myself, whilst walking in the park, saw one of 
our teachers, a Miss Webb, later Mrs Jenkins, don her skates and 
do an impromptu dance display on the ice.  Miss Webb was the 
daughter of Webb’s the Undertakers in New Street.   We used the 
frozen pool to make slides. 

Sundays and Bank Holidays saw the park full of families dressed in 
their best clothes, taking tea in the refreshment room, listening to the 
band playing in the bandstand, or perhaps watching a cricket match, 
and I remember my family using what was called the family boat on 
the boating pool, which we thought very exciting.  This boat had an 
engine and was big enough to hold 10 people.  

Another memory is that I used to look over the fields beyond the 
boating pool and watch a beautiful little Strawberry Roan pony 
grazing, and wishing it was mine to ride.  The pony belonged to the 
boy who lived at the Lodge on Lodge Hill, which was a private road.  
We used to race past the Lodge so as not to be seen, but I always 
wanted to look inside because it was so unusual.  It was a round 
building surrounded by a porch.  The boy’s name was Bill and his 
father was a horse fettler and ploughman for Home Farm.   Little did 
I know this lad was later to become my husband, who would 
eventually bring me to live in the park itself so that it would become 
my back garden. 

Betty’s childhood Memories of Dartmouth Park in her own words 

Betty on the left with work 

colleagues enjoying the Park in 

the lunch hour 

Betty’s husband, Bill, at work in the 

Park’s Department’s Greenhouses 
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Betty was the Friends of Dartmouth Park’s VIP 

Fox and Dogs Pub 

Hill Top 

The photographs on this page show how important Betty has been to the Friends of Dartmouth Park.  She 
was our ambassador and one of the occasions she really enjoyed was visiting local schools and telling the 
children about her experiences of living in the Park.  Betty was involved in every aspect of the Group—a 
volunteer gardener, on duty on Remembrance Sunday to raise funds for the RBL, manning the tombola at 
our Spring and Autumn Fairs. Her hospitality was boundless and her lovely home was always open to 
members.  Betty helped lay the first sod of the restoration and helped to unveil the new drinks fountain. She 
was involved in all the special occasions in the Park throughout the restoration and we were so pleased she 
was able to attend the raising of the Green Flag in September this year.  

Below left—Betty with her sister 

Maggie running the tombola.  

They were a great team. 
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A tribute to Betty from our Chair—Sue Slater 

 

Around 20 years ago my niece would spend the school holidays with Nigel and me – we would do the 
usual stuff but the highlight of her stay was visiting the park. She would accompany me and my (then) 6 
dogs – chattering away during our walk. We would eventually reach the Avenue and the lodge. 

The then 7 year old Laura would ask: “Who lives there Aunt?” 

Every time she would get a different story – sometimes it would be where Goldilocks lived, the next time 
Snow White and sometimes Rapunzel – all beautiful ladies. She would try to see a face at the window and 
was convinced she did see someone peeking out from behind the curtains and the russet Virginia creeper. 

Back then I didn’t have the privilege of knowing the real ‘beautiful lady’ who had lived there for some years 
– Betty Finney. 

As the years went by the first seeds of the Restoration were sown – meetings at the Blue Ribbon Mission 
were held where we all aired our views. Over and above anyone else the changes would probably affect 
Betty the most – after all the Park had been her (and Bill’s) ‘back garden’ for many years. She would see 
the Park chopped up and seemingly spoilt until the final ‘reveal’ showed the improvements. She was 
always stoic and positive – taking on board the changes that had to be made. 

Our group was formed and also the Committee. As the years have gone by Betty has been a valuable 
member of The Friends – chipping in with her own precious memories of the Park. The Carry On style 
capers of the parachutist who dangled from the War Memorial – the time the lion escaped. Betty was like a 
living history book!  A resource we will all miss. 

When the Gardening group was formed, Betty proved to be an enthusiastic and hard working group 
member – albeit on ‘light duties’ – she contributed her time and her expertise. She enjoyed our coffee and 
cake breaks too! 

We will all miss Betty both as a colleague and a friend.  

I can think of many adjectives to describe Betty but the one that come to the fore is ‘genteel’. 

Sleep well dearest Betty – reunited with Bill and your many pets (which you delighted in telling me about 
when I visited you). It was an honour to class you as a friend. 

Betty’s last visit to the Sensory Garden surrounded by her fellow volunteer gardeners 
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Supplement to February 2016 Newsletter 

 

 

 
The Friends of Dartmouth Park have had to say a sad farewell to Betty 
a beloved friend and colleague in December 2015.  There has, 
however, been some light on the horizon with the wedding of our vice-
chairman, Roger Stopford, to Thurian.  Thurian hails from Thailand 
where Roger has been spending his winters over the last few years.  
She has made a great difference to Roger’s life and came to West 
Bromwich for six months to see whether she could cope with a new life 
away from her family in Thailand.   

The Friends of Dartmouth Park offer our very best wishes to Roger and 
Thurian for their new life together, and look forward to celebrating the 
happy event with them when they return to West Bromwich in March. 

Congratulations to Roger and Thurian who got married on 

the 15 January in Bangkok 

Our annual Christmas Party is a great hit with our members and friends 

Everyone agreed that our Christmas Party in December 
was the best yet.  The food and service were second to 
none and the entertainment, provided by Soul Brother 
Soul Sister, was a great success as you can see from 
the crowded dance floor.   

We have already booked the Richardson Suite for this 
year’s Christmas Event—Wednesday 14 December. 

We would like to give a big thank-you to the staff at 
WBA and Soul Brother Soul Sister for making it a great 
evening. 

The Friends of Dartmouth Park would like to thank everyone who gave so 
generously to the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal on Remembrance Sunday 

in Dartmouth Park, which raised the magnificent sum of £294.88. 

 

List of our 2016 events overleaf………… 
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Friends of Dartmouth Park—2016 Events 

Annual General Meeting— Wednesday 6 April 2016 

2pm—4pm in the Events Room in Dartmouth Park Pavilion 

Following the business of the meeting there will be a presentation  

by Keith Hodgkins on “The Civic Architecture of the Black Country” 

There will be an opportunity to renew membership at this meeting. 

Spring Fair and West Bromwich Local History Event—Saturday 7 May 2016 

11am—2pm 

Venue: Dartmouth Park Events Area in front of the Pavilion  

and the Events Room in the Pavilion 

Stalls available for £7.50—call Annette on 07963 101750 for more details 

 
Visit to The Big House in Oldbury including the Mayor’s Parlour  

and a talk by George Murray— Tuesday 12 July 2016 

Groups are restricted to 12 visitors per session  

and we have taken two slots 

10.30am and 2.00pm  

Please state your preference when booking and unfortunately the visit 

will be on a first-come first-served basis. 

Autumn Fair—Saturday 10 September 2016 

11am—2pm  

Dartmouth Park Events Area in front of Pavilion 

Armistice Day—Friday 11 November 2016—11am 

Last year we held a ceremony on Armistice Day at the Rose Bed 

dedicated to the members of the Armed Forces who have lost their lives in recent conflicts 

and we will be making this an annual event. 

 

Christmas Event—Wednesday 14 December 2016 

Richardson Suite, The Hawthorns, West Bromwich 

More information later in the year 

The unveiling of the new Band Stand will take place this year with a musical 

event—more details as soon as available. 

Annual Outing—Tuesday 18 October 2016 

We are looking at various destinations and will let you know as soon  

as definite information is available. 


